TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #1 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST 

Box #7:  Backyard Naturalist
Animal Habitats and Animal Characteristics

Kindergarten Unit

Day 1:  Create a KWL chart on animal habitats.  Introduce topic by reading stories about 

animals and habitats.

Day 2:  As a whole group create chart with habitats (pond, forest, etc.).  Each child has a 

picture of an animal to match with the correct habitat.

Day 3:  Facilitate a class discussion about why animals are in their habitats.  Each child 

illustrates and labels one animal in its habitat for a class book.

Day 4:  Discuss size (characteristic) of animals.  Using footprints in Box #7, the students 

will sort into two groups by size (big and little). **Place chart where it will not be 

disturbed.

Day 5:  Using copies of pictures from Box #7 Answer Key, the students will match 
animal pictures to animal footprints relating sizes of animals to footprints.  Revisit 
KWL chart. 

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #2 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

Grade 2 
Backyard Naturalist

Activity 1:

Go outside in the “backyard” of your school and use your 5 senses to observe what is happening around you. After you have collected data for each of the senses, make a book about it. Compare this environment to a different environment outside. Create a Venn Diagram to show similarities and differences in each environment. Read a book related to animals found in the “backyard” and discuss what the animals would need to survive in the habitat.

Activity 2:

Sort and graph animal tracks including: pad, webbed, hoofed, number of toes thumb. Make a “track” of each child, measure in centimeters and compare the measurements to tracks in box. Create word problems, math sentences. 

Activity 3: 

Alphabetize the names of the animal tracks in the box. Have the students write the names of each animal on cards. The teacher can give clues such as “I have four feet” then all student who had a four footed animal stand up. Then the teacher can give more specific clues until you narrow it down to one student standing. 

Activity 4:

   Divide the students into pairs and place an animal on each kids’ back. Have the students ask yes or no questions to each other and try to figure out what animal that is on each back.

Activity 5: 

Read Everybody Poops 
Place poop in a center activity and allow the kids to observe the poop. The kids can sort the poop into herbivore, carnivore or bird.

	Letter
	Herbivore
	Carnivore
	bird

	A
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	

	D
	
	
	

	E
	
	
	

	F
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	

	I
	
	
	


OR... the kids can tally which poop falls under each category

	Herbivore
	Carnivore
	Bird
	Omnivore

	
	
	
	


Activity 6:

Listen to the bird songs and write a sentence. When the bird stops pass the paper to the right and the next person reads the sentences and adds to it. Continue until the cd is finished then you can read the “story”.

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #3 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

Box 7: Backyard Naturalist
By Ginny Dockery, Kathy Hahn, and Maria Sinclair

Exercise A: Body/Kinesthetic and Music Smart

Whole Group Activity

Directions: To introduce unit, we will begin by moving and singing “Animal Action” by Greg and Steve. There are two versions of this song which allow the children to mimic the movements of a variety of animals. We will then discuss the animals and what evidence we have of their movements and presence in our environment.

Exercise B: Word Smart/ Intrapersonal

Whole Group Activity

Directions: Read the book “Around, the Pond: Whose Been Here?” by Lynsay George.

While reading the book, students predict what animal has been near the pond by looking at the tracks left behind. Students are then encouraged to choose an animal to write a riddle page for a class book. Each page will contain characteristics of the animal, illustration of the tracks, and a flap for the answer. 

Exercise C: Number Smart/ Interpersonal

Small group Activity

Directions: Use resin footprints and have pairs of students measure length and width. Students will then compare and contrast sizes of prints. We will make a class graph of results. In small groups students can line up resin footprints in size order.

 Exercise D: Nature Smart

Small group activity

Directions: Predict, compare and contrast scat of animals. Then research what the animal eats and then conclude how the animal’s diet affects size and contents of scat.

Exercise E: Art Smart

Whole class 

Directions: Use resin footprints to make track rubbings. Use the rubbings to create a pond mural. Use yarn to show the path each animal makes in a pond habitat. 

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #4 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST
Box 7 – Backyard Naturalists

Marcus Randolph

Valerie Watson

Donna Stinnett

Landon Harris

Procedure:  

Teacher will give the students a footprint or scat of an animal.  By the use of a dichotomous key, the student will identify the footprint or scat.  After identification of their animal, the students will identify the food source of each animal (if primary consumer, students must identify the producer).  The students will create a list of the organisms on the board and each student will create a food web using the various animals.  After the creation of their food web, the students will choose additional organisms from each trophic levels to be included in their food web.   


.   

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #5 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

Biology in a Box Lesson Plan – Box 7

Middle School

Susan Hatcher 

Trina Ridenour

Cathy Burks

Marlene Prater

Excellent Box!  One way to improve the lesson for middle school would be to have the students create a food web based on the tracks and or poop.  Teacher would have to provide students with a producer (such as grass ) and then have students create a food web using the tracks and or poop.

Also, in the first part where students are asked to match the pictures with the track or poop, give students cards of only the picture of the animal and have them to match the picture with the poop or track.

Students could do these activities as a class activity or a lab activity.

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #6 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

Backyard Naturalist – Box #7
Josh Agee, Amy Headrick, Greg Metcalf, Debra Moore

Backyard Naturalist – Box 7

Footprints and Animal Size

Have students measure the length and width of their bare right foot as well as their height. Compile a list of student names, height, and foot length. Analyze the relationship between length of foot and height. Is there any pattern? Describe any correlation that you see between height and length of foot. What other correlations could be investigated? Sex? Weight? Width of foot? Depth of footprint? Choose one other relationship and design an experiment to test your hypothesis.

Once you have investigated these relationships as they relate to humans, look at the tracks provided in the box and the information about each animal and decide whether your conclusions apply to animals in general. Do you find exceptions? Give three statements that support your answer.

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #7 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

Essential Questions: How can animal tracks tell a story?

Title:   Track Tales 

Background: You have been investigating the Biology in a Box, Backyard Naturalist.  You are a naturalist and have come across a scene in the woods (as told in the story.)  You are going to make a picture entry in your field journal that shows what happened.

Task:  You are to draw the picture to match the story.

Audience:    Your professor 

Purpose:    To use your observation skills and tell a story with pictures using animal tracks.

Procedure:

1.   Review the assessment list for this task.

2.  Read the story and visualize what happened.

3.  Make a picture using all parts of the story: 


tracks (use X for the cottontail rabbit and 


O for the red fox), bush, grass, log, hole, 


tree, and snow. Make sure the track 


patterns are telling the story correctly.

4.  Fill out the self-assessment sheet in 


pencil.  

5.  Turn in your field journal along with your 


assessment to the professor.

Story


On the morning following a big snow a cottontail rabbit came out from behind a fallen log to nibble on some grass sticking out of the snow.  Nearby a red fox crouched behind a bush. Suddenly the fox bounded out and begin to chase the rabbit.  The rabbit ran toward a hole near the bottom of a tree.  The fox chased the rabbit to the hole, but the rabbit safely ducked down the hole.  The red fox continued in search of a meal.

Self-Assessment

Story Order

T 
The pictures in my field journal tell the exact sequence of events.

O
My pictures are in a logical sequence but 


not exactly correct.

N
My events are not in the correct 


sequence. 

Journal

T  I have correctly included both sets of 


tracks, the bush, grass, log, hole, tree, and 


snow from the story.

O  I have included 7 parts of the required 


story.

N  I have included less than 6 parts of the 


story.

Presentation 

T
My field journal is very neat.

O
My field journal is neat.

N
My field journal is messy.

How I did over all:

T     O      N

What I liked the best about my work:

TEACHER SUGGESTED ACTIVITY #8 FOR BACKYARD NATURALIST

 Essential Questions: How can animal tracks tell a story?

Title:   Track Tales 2

Background: You have been investigating the Biology in a Box, Backyard Naturalist.  You are a naturalist and are going to study a picture with two sets of tracks, identify the tracks, and write a story telling exactly what happened.

Task:  You are to write a story explaining the story that the animal tracks tell.

Audience:    Your professor

Purpose:    To use your observation skills and tell a story.
Procedure:

1.   Review the assessment list for this task.

2.  Study the picture and identify the animal 


tracks in the story.

3.  Write the story that the pattern of tracks 


tell.

4.  Revise and edit your story. Check letter 


format, spelling, capitalization, and 


punctuation.  Make sure the sequence of 


the story is accurate. 

5.  Rewrite the story correctly in your best 


writing.

6.  Fill out the self-assessment sheet in pencil.  

7.  Turn in your letter along with your 


assessment to the teacher.

Self-Assessment

Track Identification

T
I identified both sets of tracks correctly.

O
I identified one set of tracks correctly.

N
I didn’t identify the tracts correctly.

Story Order

T 
The events in my story are in the exact sequence told in the picture.

O
 My events are in a logical sequence but not 


exact.

N
  My events are not in the correct sequence. 

Mechanics (grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling)

T
My writing contained 0 errors in mechanics.

O
My writing contained 1 error in mechanics.

N
My writing contained more than 1 error in mechanics.

How I did over all:

T     O      N

What I liked the best about my work:
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