Animal Kingdom 

Answer Exercise 4. MYSTERY ANIMAL
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Our mystery animal is a Horseshoe Crab, an arthropod, which actually is more closely related to the spiders and other arachnids than it is to the crustaceans (crabs and their relatives). The horseshoe crab is called a living fossil because it has been on Earth for 100 million years before the dinosaurs. This animal reaches 2 feet in length and is best known for its spawning behavior at two localities on the east coast of the US. At particular times of the year, individuals crowd up on the beaches at high tide. The female scoops out a hole in the sand and lays thousands of eggs, which the male fertilizes. Then it is back to deep water. The eggs are an important source of food to shore birds.

Links

http://www.photovault.com/Link/Animals/Aquatic/XiphosuraHorseshoeCrabs/AAXVolume01.html
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/arthropoda/chelicerata/xiphosura.html
