Exercise 1. Answer Key

Supersolver question:

What besides animal type can we learn from examining the tracks an animal makes?

1. Approximately how long ago the animal made the track. As a track ages, its edges become less sharp. This, of course, is affected by weather.

2. One can tell how big an animal is as a heavier animal will have a deeper print and a larger animal a larger print. Depth, of course, will be affected by how soft the ground is at the time the animal traveled across it.

3. We can get some information about how fast the animal was traveling by the spacing and pattern of the footprints.

4.  By following a track one can get some idea of the home range of the animal.

Exercise 1b. Answer Key

     Track ID


Animal

A ................
White-Tailed Deer

B ................
Red Fox

C ................
Mallard Duck

D ................
Snapping Turtle

E .................
Bullfrog

F .................
River Otter

G ................
Cougar

H ................
Great Blue Heron 

I...................       Eastern Cottontail

J .................
American Crow

L .................
Opossum

M ...............
Grey Squirrel

O ................
Eastern Chipmunk

P .................
Muskrat

Q ................
Striped Skunk

R ................
Mink

