Backyard Naturalist

Exercise 1b Answers

'The Backyard Naturalist' Key To Animal Tracks

Directions:  Begin at the first couplet of descriptions, read them both and select the option which best describes the track you are looking at.  Follow the directions given by that option.  Continue until the option you have chosen identifies the animal track.  Below are some features of tracks you should be familiar with.
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1a.
Track has one footprint ........................................
Go to Couplet 2

1b.
Track has two footprints ......................................
Go to Couplet 6

2a.
Track is round or with clear pads .......................
Go to Couplet 3

2b.
Track is roughly triangular ................................. 
Go to Couplet 4

3a.
Track has claw marks and appear scaly ............
Snapping Turtle

3b.
Track has clear pads with no claws ....................
Cougar

4a.
Track has webbing ...............................................
Mallard

4b.
Track has no webbing .......................................... Go to Couplet 5

5a.
Track is less than 6 cm long ................................
American Crow

5b.
Track is greater than 6 cm long ........................
Great Blue Heron

6a.
Track has hooves .................................................
White-tailed Deer

6b.
Track has no hooves .............................................
Go to Couplet 7

7a.
Front & hind prints roughly equal size .............
Go to Couplet 8

7b.
Hind print twice as long as front or more .........
Go to Couplet 12

8a.
Both tracks have four toes ...................................
Red Fox

8b.
Both tracks have five toes ....................................
Go to Couplet 9

9a.
Hind track has a thumb, neither with claws ......
Opossum

9b.
Claws on at least one track, no thumb ...............
Go to Couplet 10

10a.
Hind track wider than front and webbed ..........
River Otter

10b.
Tracks equal widths with no webbing ................
Go to Couplet 11

11a.
Front longer than hind with longer claws .........
Striped Skunk

11b.
Front shorter than hind without long claws .....
Mink

12a.
Hind track webbed ...............................................
Bullfrog

12b.
Hind track not webbed ........................................
Go to couplet 13

13a.
Pads and toes hidden by fur ................................
Eastern Cottontail 

13b.
Pads and toes clearly defined ..............................
Go to Couplet 14

14a.
Hind track < 3 cm ................................................
Eastern Chipmunk

14b.
Hind track > 3 cm ................................................
Go to Couplet 15

15a.
Front track  > 3 cm, hind toes spread out .........
Grey Squirrel

15b.
Front track  < 3 cm, hind toes close together ...
Muskrat

