Forestry

Exercise 4. Who Lives Here? (K-5 Indicators 2.0, 4.2)

Forests are not just a place for trees! The forest is a home for many animals of all kinds. While the trees do create homes for animals within them, they also help create habitat in other ways. For example, a group of trees can promote the growth of other plants below them that provide food and shelter for forest animals. The nooks and crevices created by root systems also offer a safe haven to animals. Thus, while an animal species may not be dependent upon trees themselves, they may depend on the habitat that the trees create. 

In part, trees provide so many animal homes because they extend the available habitat well above the forest floor. Animal homes are found at many different heights within the forest. Some live in the tree canopy at the top of the forest, others at various heights along the trunk, and still others within the leaf litter on the forest floor. Finally, animals vary in the space they require. Some may wander in search of food throughout the expanse of a wood lot, while others may only utilize the space of a single leaf. In this exercise, you will learn about forest animals and how they utilize trees and influence forests.

· Look at the forest scene illustration. 

· Study all the areas and note any places where you think an animal might live. Pay special attention to the areas indicated with a star. 

· Find the green cards that illustrate forest habitats. The stars on the green cards will show you where you are in the forest scene. 

· Think about what you might find living there. 

· Match the yellow animal cards with the green habitat cards. 

· Answer the following questions:

1. In what ways does each animal depend on the forest?

2. How might the forest help an animal that may not even use trees to live?

3. Which animals do you think might change the forest and what do they do to influence it? (Hint: Use the yellow cards for each animal type to help you with your answer.

FOREST SCENE POSTER
Links:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/tempdecid/tempdecid.shtml
http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/temp/index.htm
http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/deciduous_forest.htm
http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/woodland/index.html
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